PONTYPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

— — — — — ■ ■ 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT . 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  tender  the  abridged  war-time  Annual  report 
of  The  Medical  Officer  of  health# 

The  health  of  the  district  continues  to  be  good,  and 
no  serious  occurrences  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  public 
health  have  arisen. 

A t©tal  of  forty  six  deaths  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  To  this  number  must  be  added  fifteen  deaths 
which  occurred  in  people  normally  resident  in  the  area  but  who  died 
in  hospitals  or  institutions  etc.  outside  the  district  making  a grand 
total  of  sixty  one. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year  namely,  six  hundred  and  ten  is  not  a true  indication  of  the 
birth  rate  of  the  district.  The  largo  number  is  accounted  for  by 
the  presence  of  two  maternity  homes  which  take  residents  from  other 
areas • 

The  incidence  of  infection  disease  has  been  average 
compared  with  former  years 9 A total  of  fifty  nine  cases  were 
notifiod  comprising 

Measles  • u « » o o .i|-7  cases. 

Whooping  Cough  3 H 

Scarlet  Fever.  3 " 

Pneumonia . . » „ * 6 ” 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred® 

The  anti-diphtheritic  campaign  has  been  vigorously 
pursued  and  all  the  schools  in  the  area  have  boon  visited  at  least 
on£c  in  tho  year.  It  is  estimated  that  68/a  of  the  children  below 

the  age  of  fifteen  in  the  area  have  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria  by  the  end  of  I9J4.3, 

Nine  now  cases  of  tuborculosis  were  notified  for  tho 
first  time  during  tho  year  and  at  tho  end  of  tho  year  there  wore 
Twenty  six  cases  of  tho  disease  remaining  on  the  register. 

The  water  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  district  which 
have  piped  supply  has  been  adequate  end  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 
The  major  proportion  of  residents,  is  of  course,  dependent  upon  wells 
for  their  water  supply.  No  case  of  pollution  of  any  consequence 
was  brought  to  my  notice. 
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I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.C.Ii®  BIRD. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT COUNCIL  OF  PONTYPOOL. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  YEAR  1945* 


SESSIONS  HOUSE, 

USK. 

12th  January,  3-943* 

To  Tho  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Pontypool  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I her;  to  tender  the  annual  report  on  the 
work  carr  icd  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the 
year  ending  51st  December,  1943 • 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Houses • . . 
Factories 
Schools , . 


68 


and  workshops  , . . ^ 


Cowsheds  and  dairies*.  ,, »*177 

Water  supplies  and  f ittings  . , . • 57^ 
Nuisances . ...... c , • 49 

Disinfections  and  disinfestations *7 
Re -inspect ions  ................. 210 

Interviews  *545 


Total  for  tho  year* 


1292 


HOUSING  TABLES. 

1*  Inspection  of  dv/olling  houses  during  the  year* 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

sanitary  defects  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  9 .........  68 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  Houses  which  wore  inspected 

and  recorded  under  tho  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  * 66 

(c)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.......*  69 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  such  a state  as  to 
be  unfit  for  habitation  and  Incapable  of  being 


made  so  fit „ • *,.. *.***••. ..*•••*..•• • 11 

(e)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  such  a state  as  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation  but  capable  of  being  made  so 
fit  at  a reasonable  expense.......... If-9 


(f)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation^  • 6 

20  Informal  action  taken  by  the  local  authority  and  its  officers* 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action. *4° 

3«  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  193&* 

(a)  Number  of  notices  requiring  repairs  served....  10 

(b)  Number  of  notices  complied  with 8 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1938# 
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Continued 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  section  11,... 2 

In  consequence  of  the  severe  shortage  of  building,, 
materials  and  labour  it  was  not  found  possible  to  call  for  extensive 
repairs  to  dwelling  houses  during  tho  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  housing  Act,  Tho  survey  of  working  class  dwelling  houses 
has  been  maintained  and  where  possible  urgent  repairs  have  been 
called  for  and  executed  and  the  remainder  of  the  works  left  in 
abeyance  for  the  time  being.  No  applications  for  assistance  wore 
received  under  the  provisions  of  Circular  2871  (Wales), 

5,  Housing  Act,  195&,  Part  IV, 

No  case  of  overcrowding  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  tho 
Council  during  the  year. 


SCHOOLS. 

Tho  schools  were  inspected  and  in  the  main  found  to  be 
reasonably  satisfactory.  The  repairs  mentioned  in  my  last  annual 
report  to  be  effected  at  Glascood  School  have  boon  carried  out  as  far 
as  materials  would  allow, 

CAMPING  GROUNDS  ETC. 

With  a view  to  preventing  the  recurrence  of  trouble  at  harvest 
camps  the  water  supplies  were  examined  and  samples  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  where  found  to  bo  unsuitable 
representations  wore  made  to  the  local  war  agricultural  executive 
committee  requesting  that  alternate  supplies  from  approved  sources 
should  be  made  available.  The  sanitary  accommodation  of  those 
camps  was  also  considerably  improved  on  last  year.  Strict  watch 
was  kept  on  a large  camp  in  the  district  and  pollution  of  the  River 
Usk  was  prevented, 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Co-operation  with  tho  local  war  agricultural  exocut ivo 
Sommitteo  resulted  in  several  farms  being  provided  with  piped 
water  supplies  with  the  aid  of  grants  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture®  The  water  fittings  in  Llanfrochfa  Lower  Parish 
were  regularly  inspected  and  whero  necessary  notices  for  the 
preservation  of  waste  were  issued  and.  all  were  complied  with®  A 
careful  check  on  the  water  consumption  in  this  part  of  tho  district 
was  maintained.  One  public  well  was  extensively  repaired  so  as 
to  prevent  its  pollution  and  ronder  it  more  easy  of  access, 

A further  well  was  taken  over  and  is  being  repaired  so  that  a number  of 
houses  might  benefit  thereby, 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


Tho  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  continued  diligently 
during  the  year  and  much  good  vtrork  was  done.  The  condition  of  milk 
churns  being  distributed  by  a large  or emery  caused  some  concern  and 
several  inspections  of  theso  were  made.  As  the  result  of  one  series 
of  inspections  throe  summonses  were  taken  out  under  tho  provisions 
of  Article  28  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,  1926,  and  on  these 
the  company  were  convicted  and  fined  a total  of  £3,  A further 
series  of  inspections  resulted  in  throe  further  summonses  being  heard 
but  in  this  connection  the  company  were  represented  by  expert  Counsel 
and  they  wore  dismissed  on  account  of  lack  of  corroborat ive  evidence. 
The  Department's  energies  in  this  matter  have  resulted  in  a 
considerable  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  milk  churnh,  but  there 
is  still  room  for  further  improvement.  Two  cowkeepers  were 
proceeded  against  for  various  offoncos  relating  to  cleanliness  and  in 
both  instances  th  y wero  convicted  and  fined.  Numerous  conferences 
were  attended  during  the  year  to  discuss  the  milk  policy  and  much 
of  the  Council’s  time  in  Meetings  was  devoted  to  discussion 
of  this  point.  The  Council  are  also  co-operating  in  tho  National 
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Continued, 


National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Sc  he  no  and.  samples  of  milk 
are  taken  regularly,  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 

for  bacteriological  examination  and  of  these  lip  satisfied 
the  tost  for  Accrideted  Milk,*  As  a result  of  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  supply  conditions  at  a large  Tuberculin 
Tested  establishment  were  investigated  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
improvements  are  being  effected  thereat  in  order  to  improve 
matters.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  impressed  by  the  help 
ho  has  received  from  the  Council  In  his  efforts  to  maintain  a 
satisfactory  milk  supply. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obe client  Servant 

J JOLLIFF'E , 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


